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The court case against Strandzha Nature Park 

Position Paper

As one of the largest nature conservation organizations in Europe, we are highly concerned with the court appeal against Strandzha Nature Park, the largest protected area in Bulgaria. 

In 1992, the Council of Environmental Ministers declared Strandzha as one of the five priority natural areas to be preserved in Central and Eastern Europe. In recognition of its global importance Uzunbudzhak Reserve in Strandzha was designated in 1977 as a Biosphere Reserve. Currently it is in the core area of Strandzha Nature Park. Strandzha has also been identified to be included in Natura 2000, the EU’s ecological network of specially protected sites.

Several months ago the Supreme Administrative Court declared invalid the governmental order for the designation of another protected area - Kamchiiski Pyasatsi. It was established back in 1980 and has also been on the Black Sea coast, just like Strandzha Nature Park. We hope that this sad precedent will not be repeated.

Twelve years ago the municipality ot Tsarevo agreed to the designation of Strandzha Nature Park. Now it is the driving force behind a process that could lead to the park’s destruction because of purely private interests. The prevailing public opinion in Bulgaria has been strongly in support of nature conservation and Natura 2000 commitments. Over 50,000 Bulgarians have signed the “Let nature remain in Bulgaria”  and “Save the Balck Sea Coast” petitions, submitted to the Bulgarian government in January 2007 by a coalition of NGOs. Moreover, thousands of Europeans and people from other parts of the world have also expressed their concern regarding the problems of Strandzha and protected areas in Bulgaria and their wish to see the treasures of Bulgaria protected (see http://www.bluelink.net/zaprirodata/support_list.php?page=15&number=15226 and http://passport.panda.org/campaigns/ ).

Therefore, we the undersigned organizations, call on the Bulgarian Government and Parliament to undertake urgent administrative and legislative actions in order to ensure and guarantee the existence of all designated protected areas, including Strandzha Nature Park.

We believe that the preservation of Strandzha is of great public interest, not only to Bulgarians, but also to the international community.

Answers to the given statement are expected at the following address: WWF Danube-Carpathian Program Bulgaria, 67/A/3 Tsanko Tserkovski Str , 141 Sofia, Bulgaria; tel./fax +359 2 964 05 45, email: office@wwfdcp.bg; contact person Katerina Rakovska.

EUROPARC Federation

EUROPARC Federation is the umbrella organization of Europe’s protected areas. It unites national parks, regional parks, nature parks and biosphere reserves in 38 countries, with the common aim of protecting Europe’s unique variety of wildlife, habitats and landscapes.

EUROPARC was founded in 1973 under the official title "Federation of Nature and National Parks of Europe", and has since grown to become the recognised, professional organisation for European protected areas. An independent, non-governmental organisation, its membership brings together the organisations responsible for the management of over 400 protected areas.

WWF

The global conservation organization WWF – World Wide Fund for Nature was established in 1961. WWF operates in more than 100 countries, supports around 2,000 conservation projects and employs almost 4,000 people across the planet.

The mission of WWF is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 

CEEWEB

The Central and East European Working Group for the Enhancement of Biodiversity (CEEWEB) represents the network of several dozens of nature conservation organizations from Central and East European countries, working together to protect the biological heritage of the region. The mission of CEEWEB  is the conservation of the biodiversity through the promotion of sustainable development. 

CEEWEB was established in 1993, with the support of the European Union and two Hungarian NGOs; the National Society of Conservationists and Green Action. One primary aim of the organization is to help with the implementation of international tasks under the Convention on Biological Diversity. Presently CEEWEB is the only network in operation which has been set up and run by nature conservation NGOs in Central and Eastern Europe.

