WRITTEN QUESTION E-1065/08

by Elly de Groen-Kouwenhoven (Verts/ALE) and Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE)

to the Commission

Subject:
Rila Buffer excluded from the Natura 2000 list in Bulgaria

The Rila National Park in Bulgaria is under threat. It is one of the nine European protected areas certified as a PAN Parks territory and one of the three national parks in Bulgaria, IUCN category II. 
The Rila Buffer as part of the Rila National Park is of the highest conservation importance.

The Rila Buffer was proposed for inclusion in the NATURA 2000 network by the biodiversity specialists, developing the network in Bulgaria. The site was the only one that was officially discarded from the NATURA 2000 sites list by the Bulgarian government.

The decision on the exclusion of the Rila Buffer from the NATURA 2000 network of protected territories was taken on 29 November 2007 by the Bulgarian Council of Ministers. The pressure on the Bulgarian government from ski resort developers has proved to be much stronger and more convincing than the nature-protection demands of civil society and the general public.

How will the Commission ensure fulfilment of Bulgaria’s obligations with respect to Directive 92/43/EEC
 and when will the Commission undertake infringement procedures against Bulgaria?
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