ANNEX 2

LIST OF VIOLATIONS OF THE BULGARIAN AND EUROPEAN LEGISLATION AND THE EXISTING MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR PIRIN NATIONAL PARK EFFECTED WITH THE IMPLICIT CONSENT OF PERMITS ISSUED BY THE BULGARIAN INSTITUTIONS ISSUED IN THE PERIOD MAY 2007- JULY 2008

1. The acceptance of the Detailed Spatial Development Plan of “Ski and Golf complex – Kulinoto”

On January 28th 2008 the District Expert Council chaired by the Regional Governor of Blagoevgrad District authorized a Detailed Spatial Development Plan (DSDP) of the project “Ski and golf complex –Kulinoto”, 90% of which fall within the territory of the “Pirin” National park and the World Heritage Site (WHS)
. The ski resort is planned to tightly encompass the Strict nature reserve “Bajovi dupki – Djindjiritsa” with exception of cabin car lift and a number of tourist trails (Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1: Ski and Golf complex – Kulinoto

The DSDP was authorized without Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Article 6 assessment, which can clearly be seen in letter №ОВОСУ-2371/26.02.2008 issued by the Ministry of Environment and Waters: http://forthenature.org/upload/documents/MOSW%20otnosno%20PUP%20Kulinoto.pdf 
2. The illegal developments in the Bansko ski zone

The on-going development of Bansko ski zone (100 ha) in “Pirin” NP and WHS is in total contradiction with the prescriptions of EIA permits and the Management plan of the park:

· The prescribed capacity of the Bansko ski zone of 7800 persons was violated by the Bulgarian authorities by authorizing and/or tolerating new ski facilities and significant numbers of beds exceeding 50 000 beds. 

· Exceeded is the ski zone area permitted by EIA, Pirin NP Management Plan and the concession contract by the construction. In stead of 100 ha damaged are 250 ha.
· 6 out of 12 new ski runs has no EIAs , 15 out of 21 cable ways have no EIAs
· Violations of the issued EIA acts - substantial expansion of the ski runs and facilities, large-scale excavation, uprooting of tree-logs, use of explosives etc.
· Some last examples of violation of the European environmental legislation are already sent to the European commission:

2.1 Project “Construction of a four-seats lift in the area of Chalin Valog in the Bansko ski zone”
The whole project falls within the territory of Pirin NP and WHS. The construction of the lift started in the beginning of 2007 and constructed before its semi-legal authorization by the MoEW on 13th of December, 2007.
2.2 Modification of the Spatial Development Plan of ski zone Bansko – construction of three drag lifts with lengths of 300 m, 300 m and 150 m. 
On 19th of December 2007 with Decision N 44 the Municipal Council of Bansko (published in the Official journal of the state) changes the SDP of ski zone Bansko, which allows the construction of three drag lifts. All three lifts fall within the territory of Pirin NP and WHS. The decision of the municipal council was accepted without following the procedures described in the SEA Directive and Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

3. A project for the extention of the “Dobrinishte” ski zone

On 10th May, 2007, the Municipal council of Bansko accomplished a procedure for the selection of an investor for the development of the ”Dobrinishte” ski zone. Greatest part of it falls within Pirin NP and WHS. The procedure in question is indicative of the plans of the local authorities to continue the construction of new infrastructure projects within the territory of the Park. Unfortunately, the project is kept in secret and the only concept of the project is witnessed by NGOs during consultative meetings in the local authorities.
� Part of the ski resort falls also within an area which is currently part of Pirin WHS but which was excluded from the National Park territory in 1999 without any consultations with World Heritage Committee.
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