ANNEX 1


BRIEF REVIEW OF THE INFRINGEMENTS OF THE PROTECTION STATUS OF PIRIN NATIONAL PARK AND WORLD HERITAGE SITE

1. Exclusion of territories from Pirin National Park area within the World Heritage Property without preliminary consultations and agreement with World Heritage Committee.

a/ In 1987 the Bulgarian Government excludes 16,1 ha from the Park area with the purpose of forestry activities in:  
A. Dobrinishte region – 10.1 ha
B. Sandanski region – 6 ha
b/ 1999  - The Bulgarian Government excludes 134,4 ha from the Park area with the purpose to legalize illegally build private villas and a ski run and zone in:
C. Razlog Park region – Kulinoto - 58,1 ha. On this territory a ski zone had been established and a ski run and facilities build and installed.
D. Sandanski Park region – 76.4 ха. On this territory hundreds private villas had been build.

2. Chronology and Infringements of the Pirin National park status

1977г. - The First Technical Management Plan of the Park is approved which limits significantly the forestry activities and introduce a ban on new buildings.

1982 – 1987 Construction of ski runs and lifts in the regions of Bansko and Dobrinishte in contradiction with the prescriptions of the First Technical Management Plan of the Park.

1987 – The Bulgarian Government put an end to construction of new ski runs and facilities.

1988  - The Municipality of Bansko approved a Territorial Tourism Development Plan. The Development Plan envisaged legalization of the completed constructions and development of ski tourism in the region of Bansko and Dobrinishte through new facilities in contradiction with the First Technical Management Plan of the Park.

1992 – Construction of the first illegal private villas in Sandanski Park region.

1993 – The Bulgarian Government approved the Second Technical Management Plan of the Park which envisaged removal of some illegally build ski runs and their reforestation. A total ban of construction of new ski runs and buildings for private use was introduced.

1993 – 1999 – Intensive build up of private villas in Sandanski Park region followed.

1997 – Ski run in Kulinoto/ Razlog Park Region was cut and constructed in the form of fire preventive opening in the forest.

1998- 1999 - The Municipality of Bansko approved new Territorial Development Plan of Bansko Ski zone which envisaged construction and installation of new ski runs, lifts and other facilities in contradiction of the Second Technical Management Plan of the Park. 

2000 г. – The Bulgarian Government approved the Territorial Development Plan of Bansko ski zone (1998) and allowed the construction of new ski runs, lifts, buildings and artificial lakes Plan Правителството одобрява плана на Община Банско от 1998г и разрешава строителството на нови ски-писти, лифтове, сгради и изкуствени езера and established and granted a concession of the Bansko ski zone within the Park boundaries to a private Share hold.

2001 – 2003  - Construction of ski facilities (runs and lifts) within and outside of Bansko ski zone followed including violations of the conditions of the concession and the permits issued by the Government.
2004 – The Bulgarian Government approved the Third Pirin National Park Management Plan, developed with the financial and expert support of the Swiss Government. The Management Plan reflects and includes the Concession granted by the Government and prohibits new constructions of ski runs and facilities except those envisaged in the Concession as well as reconstruction of the only ski run in Dobrinishte.

2005 – 2007  - The construction of new ski facilities outside the allowed with the Park Management Plan continues.

2007 – The Municipality of Bansko approved new Plan for extension of Bansko ski zone in violation of the actual Park Management Plan (2004) and the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water approved this Plan of extension.

2007 – The Municipality of Bansko took a decision to develop and establish Dobrinishte Ski zone outside the limits of the actual Pirin NP Management plan (2004).

2007-2008 – The Bansko Ski zone Concessioner implements the extension of the Bansko Ski zone. 

2008 – The District Administration in Blagoevgrad approved a Plan for establishment of large “Ski and golf complex –Kulinoto”, 90% of which fall within the territory of the “Pirin” NP and WHS in contradiction with the actual Park Management Plan. The ski and golf complex falls within the administrative boundaries of the municipalities of Razlog, Simitli and Kresna. 
More details on the infringements in Pirin NP and WHS in 2007-2008 see Annex 2.
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