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Изх. № ТР-00123/02.06.2009 г.

To:
Samokov Municipal Council

                                                                        Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water Pernik

Adress: str. Blagoi Gebrev №15, floor. 1

Pernik 2304, . 102

Copy:

Ministry of Environment and Water

Adress: str. M.Luisa 22, Sofia 1000

Opinion

of Association of Parks in Bulgaria, 

represented by Toma Georgiev Belev – 

chairman of the Governing Council
Regarding: Report on environmental assessment of the general structural plan of resort-tourist location "Iskrovete-Govedarci-Malyovitsa, Municipality Samokov

Dear ladies and gentleman,

Dear colleagues, 
After we acquainted ourselves with the published report on the website of the Municipality of Samokov (http://www.samokov.bg/home.html) on environmental assessment (EA) of the Common structural plan (CSP) of a tourist resort-localization "Iskrovete – Govedarci -Malyovitsa, Municipality Samokov, we would like to express the following opinion:

In the EA report is missing the document: “Opinion of compatability”, which is required by the REIW in Pernik (point from 21.11.2008). The document is needed for the coordination of the Scope of work, the form and content of the report, and the (EA) assessment of conformity of the plan, as required by the EPA and Regulation of the conditions and procedures for assessing the compatibility of plans, programs, projects and investment proposals and objectives with the conservation of protected areas, adopted with Decree № 201/31.08.2007 laying Prom. SG. 73/2007. 
The information in the report of the EA regarding the target species for Natura 2000 protected area Rila, with code: BG0000495 is inadequate. Not all the target species are considered and there is no evaluation of the favorable condition of species and their habitats within the meaning of § 1. Item 1 of the LBD of the ETC. In the interest of the investment, the local communities, and the country, we suggest the following:

1. (EA) report to be returned, in order to be completed with a realistic assessment of the compatibility of the project with the subject and goals of the protected areas “Rila”, as well as an assessment on the impact of the plan on all other protected species of protected area “Rila”. 
2. OUP covers areas from Ornithological important place (OIP) “Rila” (BG055), which is proposed for inclusion in Natura 2000, but was disapproved by the Council of Ministers. Due to the partial acceptance of OIP Rila in Natura 2000 in June 2008, the European Commission launched criminal proceedings against Bulgaria. In order to protect national interests and avoid financial penalties, we insist that upon every stage of processing, to present EIA reports and assessments of the compatibility of each site and facility from OUP. 
3. As well as that, we suggest in order to avoid criminal penalties, the opinion of RIEW Pernik on approval of OUP, to be issued upon presentation of a report on the assessment of compliance and provided that it starts after the completion of criminal proceedings, regardless of the result.

4. Finally, please pay attention that between the Association of Parks in Bulgaria and the MoEW, there is a court argument on the project processing and documentation (appeal to you by tsrna MoEW decision on administrative № 5340. Case 12981/08 at SAC ), because we consider it unacceptable to announce the opinion of MoEW and RIEW Pernik respectively, before the completion of the court argument. 
Yours sincerely,








/ Toma Belev /
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